Why your chimney needs a cap

_Not only will it keep out critters and leaves, but it will protect a masonry chimney
from the devastaling effects of the weather.
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AN open chimpey is an invitation

b trocable, and somebimes o disaster

L ARy u\pt,'m'r'u't'd chirlmu}' Sweep
can tell v wh

Rain damage

Rat coming dowin an open Hue
mines with soot or creosote, causing
unpleasant wtdors and deterioration
of Hue walls It can run doswn ke
the stovepipe, stove, tireplace insert
of furnace, whicre 1F can couse rosd
damage, It can also rust out o fire-
place damper Rain plos coal seot
torm sulfuric acid, which is partico-
larly destructive,

Evernin o clean chimnes, rain can
damage Hue walls and the smoke
stell e the avea down beliad,
Motsture getting mlo cracks amd
mortar juints frecees and espands,
makitng the crcks larger

Unwanted guests

All sorts of peshy critters will
crawl, slither or thy dosen i open
flue. Chimney sweeps have been
called vut to evict {among other
thingst squireels, cats, raceaons,
ducks, snakes, bare owls and even a
AR B L

Balw raccons ane vute, but that
big awild mama teving o protect
them can e ferocious and  rabid,
[aceann feces often cantinin the ey
ob a roumdworm parasite. nfisoies
provyeins, which can e lethal to
hmans,

Birds and ther iehly flammalbsle
tests are another commuon problem,
Ihe pests can Block o tlue or oven
el a chimney fire, A Ol sweep
renwowved g doeen dead Dicds trom o
Blocked weas flue ome cald winter’s
nichit, The farmily had shat dowa the
furnave because therr homes carbon
moneside alarm bod sowded.

Types of flue caps
A thue cap and sereen will Reep
aut Jeaves, eritters and rain. I ocan

prevent flaming balls of creosote

from ‘-[‘u:wing VILTL Wt volr ront 1]
there is g chimney fine A cap can also
prreventt the occasional  doswenedratt,
Some caps are enginecned o solve
more serfous problems with the
draft,
Pretalricated

come  with their

metal  chimneys

awl - cagn For
masonry chinmeys, a \'.1r:"r_-t_-.' ot cap
stivles, sives and prices are availabie
to cover evervthing from a single
Elue b an entire multi-flue chimmey,
[hey can be made of stainless steel,
altminuin, coppen or electrostatical-
by painted galvanized iron. The
should be mounted securely, but oot
penmanently, as they necd o be
rernoved when the flue is inspectsd
and swept.

YWhat about chimney pots?
Vitrified clay chim:!e_\' prits are
also available tor topping off a fuee

Originally designed for use on flues
to coal fires, these are durable and
handsome, but they can restrict the
draft and are not necessarily suitable
for a chimmey serving o wood-buro-
iy fireplace, furmace or stove,

Some local fire codes require
spark arrestors (4 type of sereen ) on
all  chimnevs, They  awe often
required or especially recommended
in wooded areas or wheo o howse
has o shake ool Chimney pols e
ditficult to soreen properly,

Call a chimney swecep

Installing a cap is a task best left
o a climmey sweep, who is adept at
using fadders and crawling about on
roafs, Ask vour chimney sweep o
show vou the tepes of chimmey caps
that are appropriate for voure chim-
ney

The Matiosal  Fire  rotection
INEPAT recommends
annual inspection of Hues seeving
gas, bl and wowd Toeded heating sys-
fems

Asmsuciation

When vou eall vour chimney
swieep about installing a cap, it
makes perfect sense to go abead and
schedithe an inspection of all vour
Flues, fireplaces and beating stoves

Aditthe protessional amd preven-
tive naintenance, preterably in the
spring of the vearn can o along way
toseand heeping vour famaly safe and
heading off the possibility of exten-
sive fand  expensive!] chimney
repairs later an,
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